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Frick’s Locks could end up a flnanmal burden for taxpayers |

I wish to commend and recognize East Cov-
entry’s. historical commission on its work to pre-
serve Frick’s Locks. The group has worked hard
over the years; and is sincere in their efforts. Unlike
some of the other townshlp superv1sors however, I
don’t believe thisis a g00d enough reason to aban-
don pmdenrﬁscﬁ’mfaﬁafgié‘me"ﬁfand enibrace a lia-
bility which is likely to cost East Coventry’s taxpay-
ers money. And for what return -on investment?
No costbenefit analysis has been performed, in-
stead, I keep hearing phrases such as, “ThJs is.a
.once in a lifetime opportumty” :

For whom? It’s not a once in a lifetime opportu—
nity for East Coventry. We've been inyolved with
Exelon (PECO) over the years in differerit types of
-arrangements, none of which have benefited the

‘township: “But this time it’s different,” I'm told.
Why? Exelon is proposing to give us $30,000.

And how long will that money last? No one can
answer the question, again, because no cost-benefit
analysis has been done. Rather, those who believe

obvious: I’s easier to dirpe the local yokels than to
deal with cousity, state and federal officials. You °
can’tblamea grant corporauon for domg what sin -
its best interests.” ‘
Likewise you can t blame an elected oﬂicral for
doing his fevel best to protect the interests of those
he was elected fo serve, I'm opposed to acceptmg

‘Exelon’s proposal because I beheve i's notin the .

best interests of my constituents, and it may ad-
versely affect them in thé future. East Coventry is
not the entity best eqmpped to produce a Fnck’s'
Locks fenaissance. P'm coticerned that uflessyou |
let your supervisors kilow how you. feel, ‘they will
succumb fo the pressures of Exelon and to ‘other
advisors Who are determmed, by hook ot by crook, :
to force East Coventry Townshlp to dccept this
deal. Please make your vorces heard, before 1t’s too
late ' ' J e
MICHAEL ALBERT MOYER o

"East Ooveniry wanshlp Supemsor '

this is a good idea keep pushing it along telhng us

“it won’t cost the township anything, you can get .
grant money.” Never mind that most grant.money'

requires some soit of match. Not to worry, “you

can get another grant to match the match money -

youneed.”,

Grants don’t wnte themselves, of course. Our
historical consultant who’s paid $75 per hour
would write those grants, and unless we ¢an get a

grant for her to write grants, she gets paid from our

tax dollars. And who would we compete with for
_ grants? Manayunk, Mont Clare; Leesport, etc.,

readily accessible toutist destinations with watered
~ locks, not just old buildings. I'm just not as optimis-

tic as the person who would get paid $75 per hour -

to write these grant requests.

The other question I have is why East Coventry

~ Township? Why should we foot the bill? Why
should we accept the liability? The answer’s pretty

4
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Nuclear plants pose threat to groundwater

A radroactrve groundwater drsaster could be un-
folding around U.S. nuclear plants, according to a
shocking documented report released in 2010, ti-
tled “Leak First, Fix Later” that can be found at
www.beyondnuclear.org.

« 102 of 104 U.S. nuclear reactors leaked radi-
ation into groundwater from aging and deteriorat-
ing buried pipes under the reactors.

o There are two to 20 miles of buried pipeline
under each nuclear plant which obviously go large-
ly uninspected and unmaintained.

Limerick Nuclear Plant’s 25 year old under-
ground pipes may have alrea-
dy leaked. It’s vrrtually impos-
sible to detéct all leaks in
miles of pipes tangled be-

‘ Guest
Columnist

neath the plant. Monitoring can easily fail to detect

leaks.

This is a fractured bedrock aquifer where radio-
active contamination can travel in any direction, at
any depth, and fail to ever be detected. Reliable
monitoring would be prohibitively costly.

Radioactive leaks from Limerick could impact
any of the region’s residents, now or in the future.
There’s cause for concern, precautron and preven-
tion now, before Exelon is permitted to operate
Limerick Nuclear Plant for a total of 60 years.
None of the 102 nukes that leaked operated more
than 41 years.

o Limerick operated since 1985 (25 years).
Buried pipes carrying radroactrve water are vulner—
able to leaks.

o A 20-year license extension to operate until
2049 would allow 35 years more years of radioac-
tive water transport (60 years total). Think what
happens to pipes in older homes.

o We can’t trust Exelon to immediately detect or
disclose leaks. NRC'’s oversrght and enforcement
are extremely lax. .

Prevention is the only cure. What happens if
groundwater becomes radioactive? There’s no way
to clean it up from the ground. Filtering is cost pro-
hibitive for many, if not impossible: Over 100 to
200 radionuclides are ass001ated with Limerick
Nuclear plant.

Before NRC rubberstamps approval for a li-

cense extension until 2049, Exelon should be re-

quired to replace all pipes buried under Limerick
which carry radioactive water.

Exelon, the company with a vested interest in the
outcome, claimed there’s no problem at Limerick,
based solely on their own monitoring and report-
ing. Evidence below at other Exelon nukes shows
why we can’t believe or trust Exelon.

Radioactive water contamrnatron at Exelon’s

Braidwood Nuclear Plant in Tllinois was called by’
some “Exelon’s Radioactive Watergate. ” Exelon
failed to disclose 22 recurring uncontrolled radio-
active spills in buried pipelines from 1996 to 2005.
Since then, numerous leaks over a 10-year span
were revealed at two other Exelon nuclear plants
in Illinois. Leaks were significant. Just two Braid-
wood releases totaled six million gallons of radio-
active water. Exelon supplied bottled water to 600
people for more than four years, but groundwater
was contaminated for 14 years. It still is. March
2010, a legal settlement was reached. Exelon will
be supplyrng a water system. But groundwater and
soil remain radioactive. The mother of a teen bat-
tling cancer said, “If the cancer is in the air we
breathe or the water we drank, I don’t think there’s
enough money to go around. I know they admitted
to mistakes but how do you put a price tag on the -
environment?” Another resident said, “It’s scary to
live here, but who in their right. mmds would buy
homes here?”. - - '
At Oyster Creek Nuclear Plant in New Je ersey
Exelon failed to report radioactive water leaking
from buried pipes until 2009, just seven days after
NRC issued its license renewal for another 20
years. This radioactiye water reached a major New
Jersey aquifer that supplies drinking water to much -
of southern New Jersey (Reported 5/10). New Jer-o
sey DEP said the leaked radiation (50 times hrgher'
than levels allowed by law) has reached southern -
New Jersey’s main source of drinking water. Julia
LaMense, Eastern Environmental Law Clinic;"
condemned NRC “for letting it come to this.”“She . -
said, “It’s a sad day when the ‘wait and see’ ap-j,-

proach taken'in response to yet another ‘trust us’ | -

from Exelon results in contamination of one of the .
most significant aquifers in the region.” ‘
The Mercury story March 28 by Evan Brandt _

showed the region’s residents are already subjected "

to too much carcinogenic groundwater contamina-

tion. It revealed that toxic plumes from two other

industrial sites were contaminating groundwater in

Limerick. Toxic, carcinogenic groundwater con-

tamination will continue tor decades, if not for-

ever, at Pottstown Landfill and the Oxy Superfund
site.

It’s long past time for precautron and prevention.
Exelon will apply for their 20-year Limerick Nu-
clear Plant license renewal soon. People who care
about safe water for their families should get in-

“formed and get involved now. Call ACE at 610-

326-2387 and leave your name, phone, email. -

DR. LEWIS CUTHBERT
ACE President |




