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Focus on deadly waste at Limerick

If Limerick Nuclear Power Plant has an acci-
dent irivelving its high level radioactive wastes or
if it were breached through terrorist attack, the
health environment and economic conse-
. quénces could bé éatastrophic. Our focus should
be o addressmg immediate - and long term
threits from this. deadly waste at Limerick, in the
safest, most précautionary and most hardened

on-site’ storage possible.

[ Bxelon is likely ‘to choose the cheapest
opuons not the safést, unless required by law to
. improve safety measures. Exelon’s faiture to sup-
| ply backup power “for warning sirens-and failure
.to protect against air strikes or. missile attacks by

terrorists shows their disregard for public health

and safety:

| NRC cannot be relied. upon to do the right
thing either. NRC decisions and policies protect’

the financial interests of the nuclear industry,

not public health and safety. The only way that™

will change is if otir federat officials qumre NRC
to protect our interésts.

There’s no safe solution for storing Limerick’s
_ deadly waste. We don’t believe Yucca Mountain
will, or should, ever open. Centralized interim

storage in Pennsylvania would increase transport
risks to public.health, safety, and security. Every | :
time Limerick’s deadly waste i§ moved our risk ¢ |
of a catastrophe increases. Comparing
Limerick’s fuel pools to above ground storage is
4 false argument. We can expect to always live
with. both. '

However, there is somethmg you can do to
attempt to reduce our risk of a Limerick disaster.

Contact yotr U.S: Senators and Congressmen
today. Ask them to support the Pnnc1ples for
Safeguarding Nuclear Waste at Reactors,” devel-
oped by national public interest groups. .

If Jmplemen_ted these principles would. dra-
matically increase the safety .of high-level
radioactive wastes stored at Limerick Nuclear
Power Plant and others.

DR. LEWIS CUTHBERT
ACE PreSident
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The danger of siczmg nuclear waste

This summer, Lnnenck Township Supervisors
voted to allow Exelon Nuclear to build.an out-
door concrete pad so it could move radioactive
waste from nearly-full indoor pools to outdoor
* casks at the Limerick plant. The vote was unan-
imous, overturning the Township Planning
Commission. The mood of the supemsors was
casual. Chairman David Kane said voting “no”
wasn’t an option believing a court would later
reverse the decision. ;

The Democratic victory in November means
. Harry Reid is now the powerful Majority Leader
of the U.S. Senate. Reid is from Nevada, the

home of Yucca Mountain, designated to become

‘a permanent repository for nuclear waste. Reid,
~ along time opponent of the
" Yicca project, declares it
“dead’ right now,” meaning.
nucléar plants like Limerick
" are stuck with nuclear waste
indefinitely.

Kane told The Mercury that storing waste at

Guest
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plants like Limerick is a “terrible solution.” But.

he and the other supervisors were deluding
themselves this summer- if they assumed that
Yucca would open any time soon.
Nuclear reactors that made atomic bombs
" began operating in 1943, and reactors that pro-
duce electricity started in 1957. But it wasn’t
| until 1982, when Congress passed the Nuclear
Waste Policy Act, that any effort was made to
find a site for permanently housing the waste.
“Without the law, each plant just stored the waste
it prodiced.
After the law was enacted it took another 20
. years for the U.S. Energy Department to exam-
ine several possible locations and choose Yicca
_as the designated site. But long before the
November vote and Reid’s ascension to power,
the Yucca plan was in big trouble. The plan is
mired in a variety of legal challenges, and even
. the most optimistic projection is that it won’t b
ready until 2018. But the surer bet is that it will
never open.
About 77,000 tons of radioactive Waste -
nearly 1,000 of them at Limerick — is stored at
dozens of U.S. nuclear plants. That staggering

total equals hundreds of Chernobyls and thou- .

sands of Hiroshima bombs. The waste is actual-
v a deadly combination of chemicals produced
only when an atomic bomb explodes or a
nuclear reactor operates. If these chemicals are
gjected into the air, they enter the body and

cause. cancer, birth defects, and other radiation-

related illnesses. }
One such chemical i§ Strontjum-90. In the
1960s, mothers protesting atomic bomb tests

(ironically, close to the Yucca site) held s1gns
such as “Please No More Strontium-90,”
admission this was. one of the more dangerous
radioactive chiemicals. .
The treaty signed by President John F. '

"Kennedy banned above-ground tests. Another .|
- chemical is Plutonium-239, which decays very

slowly, and will not completely be gone for
240,000 years. So the plan to store waste must
be 100 percent foolproof — meaning absolutely
no chance that waste will ever éscape — for this

“length of time, or disaster will ensue.

Yucca Mountain is a- desolate area about 90
miles northwest of Las Vegas. The Energy

Departmient concluded there was virtually no |
_ way to disturb the deadly chemical soup stored.

far underground. But water seepirg through fis-

.sures iiito the site and frequent earthquakes

make Yucca unsuitable for waste 'storage.
Moreover, the potential of a terrorist attack
makes any site unsuitable.

Opening Yucca would also fequire that waste
would bé shipped across the country by trucks,
trains, and sometimeés barges. Thousands of trips
would be made, many through large population
centers. The caigo on each trip would be the
deadly stew of radioactivity, with 40:t0 200 times

. the radioactivity of the Hiroshima bomb. Any

successfull terrorist. attack or accident would be
absolutely disastrous. The term applied to each
shipment is “Mobile Chernobyl.”

The federal Nuclear Regulatory Commission | :
has approved, or rather rubberstamped, all 36 - |
applications from companies like Exelon to take
the waste from the overloaded pools and move it
to outside casks. Limerick Supervisor Renee |:
Chesler commeénted that citizens can go to elect- “ |/
ed officials if they have concerns. But Chesler,
like Kane, deliberately ignored the realities of
nuclear politics. 1

Kane, Chesler, and the other Limerick super- |
visors are savvy enough to know that Yucca was
going nowhere. They knew there was no solution
10 the waste problem 50 years ago when nuclear
reactors began operating, and there is no solu-
tion now. They had the chance this summer to
stop- Exelon from adding more waste to the
already huge amount, but chose to hide their
heads in the sand. And with their blessing, -
Limerick has now beenrr made into a dump for
the most dangerous stuff on earth; for the fore-
seeable future and maybe forever, threatening us,
our children, and future generations.

Joseph Mangano is national coordinator of the
Radiation and Public Health Project, a research
and education group based in New York.
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Permanent solution
still lacking for nuke
fuel rods storage

In many other industries, the difficult environmen-

tal questions center on how to safely dispose of raw-

- materials used in a plant or process. : ;
But when it comes to generating nuclear energy, dis-
posal is out of the question. The highly. radioactive

byproducts of nuclear energy — the spent fiel rods — -

instead have to be “stored” indefinitely. This begs an
entirely different set of questions and dangerous sce-
narios.

At Exelon Nuclear’s Limerick Generating Station,
the storage of spent fuel rods has demanded some
attention and recent action, as the 20-year-old plant's
accumulated spent furel is exceeding the initial storage
location. As a replacement, Limerick Township Board

of Supervisors in July approved land development

plans for the Exelon plant to install a concrete pad on
which its own dry cask storage facility will be erected.

During meetings on those subjects, officials with
Exelon and the Nuclear' Regulatory Commission
insisted the dry casks would only be needed for tem-
porary storage and that the fuel would eventually be
moved to Yucca Mountain, a féderal disposal site- pro-
posed in Nevada. ¢

However, with the November takeover of Congress
by the Democrats, opponents of the federal govern-
ment’s planned spent nuclear fuel storage. facility
beneath Nevada’s Yucca Mountain gained a powerful
new ally. Harry Reid, the new Senate Majority Leader
from Névada, told reporters in his home state last
week that the much-delayed, overbudget project is
“dead right now.” _

" Originally targeted for opening in 1998, the Energy

Department now says the best case scenario for the
opening of the Yucca Mountain facility is 2017, )
It is intended to hold 77,000 tons of the radioactive
spent fuel left over after it has been used to boil water
in the nation’s nuclear reactors. About 50,000 tons of
that fuel is now stored in dry casks at 65 power plants,
including Limerick’s, in. 31 states, according to the
Associated Press. Reid said that keeping the fuel in dry -
cask storage at the nation’s nuclear power plants will

- keep it safe for 100 years.

Others are not so sure.

Edward F. Sproat, director of the Energy
Department’s Office of Civilian Radioactive Waste
Management, told The Associated Press that leaving
the fuel stored at the plants is just “pushing the solu-

. tion off to future generations.” Limerick supervisors’

Chairman David Kane called the idea of leaving the
fuel at individual power plants “a terrible solution.”

Beth Rapezynski, a spokeswoman for Exelon, said,
“It’s important to keep.in mind that the federal gov-
ernment has an obligation under the law to build a
central repository for used nuclear.fiel, which.was
mandated by Congress in the Nuclear Waste Policy
Act of 1983. “Since then, consumers of nuclear-gener-
ated electricity have paid more than $25 billion itito
the Nuclear Waste Pund for that purpose,”
Rapczynski said. _ .

While ‘everyone passes the buck on how to best
store the spent fuel, the residents of the tri-county area
surrotnding the Limerick plant live each day with the .
material in our midst. The latest wrinkle that makes
Yucca Mountain even more remate as a possbility
underscores the importance of making “temporary”
storage at Limerick as safe as it can be. . :

After all, it may not be temporary, and the area’s
future safety may be at stake, - ' _
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By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc com '

LHVEERICK Two months after Pottstown asked Exelon Nuclear
to install additional heat and radiation monitoring, for its Jproposed
spent fuel storage fac1hty, the borough has recerved Exelon’s answer

- =10’

- In a'Nov. 16 résponse to the borough plant manager Chris .
Mudrick wrote, “We agree with much of the report,” but went onto
say that the centrally controlled monitoring-requested will not.be |
installed. He was referring to a report from the Pottstown
Environmental Advisory Comrhission that was adopted by the
Borough Council on Sept. 11.

At the. time of its adoptron the fifth anniversary of the ferrorist
attacks on the World Tradé Center and the, Pentagon, EAC
‘Chairinan Don Read pledged that the EAC would press. Exelon on
the Subject of how the new project at the site would be protected
from a terrorist attack. That conversation has.not yet occurred and,
as ‘a result of Mudrick’s response, may névet occur. -

Read said the EAC first wanted-to make this monitoring request

_of‘Exelon as a trial balloon * to see how producrrve these discussions
would actually be”

The central change the EAC asked for was mplace detection
devices with the information relayed to a central control center.”

In Exelon’s reply, Miudrick wrote that the company will use the
same kind of “in:place” "monitoring devices as if already has ‘placed

(Sée DETECTION DEVICES on 45)
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NRC off1c:1als say
manufacturer chdnt
measure thickness

By Evan Brandt
ebrandt@pottsmerc com .

LHVIERICK " The * maker of the

“casks'that will hold spent fuel from the
: leenck Nuclear Generating Station

was “cited last ‘month for v101atmg a

; manufacturing procedure.

During June mSpectlons at two man-
ufacturing Jocations in Japan, Kobe
Steel . Litd. - _
Mechanical Corp.; inspectors, for the

"Nuclear Regulatory- Agency found a

violation — the failure to adequately

measure the thickness of casks bemg_

manufactured there.

The casks;in question are not those;
destined for Limerick, said NRC -

spokesman Neil Sheehan::. “They

haven’t even started working on the-
- Limerick casks yet,” he sazd

and Hitachi Zosem

The two Japanese manufacturers
have- been contracted by Columbia,
Md.-based Transnuclear Inc., a sub-
sidiary.of thé French company Areva;
to build the cadsks. Transnuclear holds
the. license from ‘the NRC ‘for its

. NUHOMS cask system, which is the

one that will beused at Lifnerick.

Sheehan said the. violation is'a “level
for violation,” the lowest issued by the-
NRC. There dre no ﬁnes involved as of
yet.

In a July 10 letter to Transnucleax
Presidént and CEQ Tara Neider, NRC
official Robert J. Lewis wrote that the
company must respond to the violation
and- the résponse would be used “to
deterrnine . whether further enforce—,
ment action is necessary.” .

- Neider said Friday- the. violation..
notlce “had no impact on product qual-
1t‘] 3

She said other than the paperwork__
issue for which the violation was
received, “the NRC lead auditor said

- (See STORAGE CASKS on A3y
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RERDERS VIEWS -

- Nuclear waste poses a danger -

Limerick Nuclear Power Plant’s highdevel
radiovactive waste storage threatens the safety of
every person reading this newspaper. As long as
Limerick continues to. operate,. high-level
radioactive waste (that can remain radioactive
for hundreds of thousands of years) will keep pil-
ing up in our backyard. Tt will outlive any con-

. tainer storing it: Most of this deadly waste will
remain here forever, leaving futu:e generauons
with a lethal legacy.

Limerick’s fuel pools already hold endugh
high level radioactive waste to create a disaster
WOrse than eroshnna Aboveground cask stor-

in addmon

Fuel rods are far more Iadloactlve after use:

To call it “spent fuel” is deceptive. The only thing
" “spent” is our money as ratepayers and taxpay-

-ers, and ouf patience as concerned citizens sub- -

jected to this deadly threat by the nuclear indus-
try and their regulators. Ten years after Iemoval

from the reactor, the radiation -dose one metef -

“away-exceeds 10,000 REMS pet hout. A dose of
. 5,000 REMS would be expected to cause imme-

diate incapacitation and death within 6ne week.

Still, the Nuclear Reglatory Commission

' failed to address concerns of 4 nuclear engineer
about specific des1g:n flaws. The- NRC appéars.

more interested in protecting Exelon’s interests
than public health and safety.: The NRC’s lax

oversight and enforcement of violations is alarm- -

ing. There has been a dismal record.of cask acci-
dents and incidents in the brief 20 years casks
were in use.

Deadly radioactive waste stored above ground

/' creates another, possibly more inviting terrorist
target at Limerick Nuclear Plant in the middle of

this heavily populated region. Still: the NRC
refuses to address or improve security against
missiles or air strikes even though army testing
proved these casks can be penetrat"ed with rhis-

- siles. There’s an airport within one mile of

Limerick Nuclear Plant and another within five
miles. Mothers For Peace won.against the NRC
in a California court concerning the-NRC’s fail-

_manently

ure to address terrorism and casks. We need-and
desérvethe same scrutiny. .
1 Unless requiréd; Exélon won’t itiprove secut:- |
ty against missile and air strikes or upgrade the . |!
cask design. Unfortunately, the NRC is serving
theif corporate mastér and- acting as a salesman
rather than a regulator.”

The NRC convinced thé Limerick supervisors
that théy:had no.-power to deceive the public
about thréats to health and safety. Sadly, permit-

ting is splintered to such a dégree that supervi- |-

sors approved a cement slab to hold the most

" lethal ‘wasté known to markind, without. evén:

knowing the thickness or how the faultline could
impact it. Limerick supervisors are mandated by
law to protect the health, safety; and: welfire 'of

- local: cmzens I believe they failed to do that

wher they* treated Exélon’s proposal hke any: |
othet land use issue and ignored the :
large amounts of hlghlev I aste”
were bemg placed above’ ground pezhaps per-, j

Cleatly, ,
or security without _pubhc mvolvement Please,

“take action today: .

. 1. Contact Senators Specter “and’ Santoru;m
and Congressmen Gerlach and'Dent. . b
2. Ask for a comprehenswe Envirorimental
Tmpact Statément (EIS) for Limerick Nucleat

Power Plant to include terrorism using curzent. |

populauon and: fmanc1al data; & 5 '
! 3.'Ask for a public heanng forallin the reg10n
prior to. Limerick’s use of casks -

4: Contact Limerick superv1sors and u:ce
thém to defer or reject any land.use permits, at
least until an EIS is completed and a public -
hearing is held

DONNA CUTHBERT
Pottstown

there Won't be nnproved éask des1gnf i
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THE PHILADELPHIA INQUIRER

But at each meenng? dozéns
of residents show up. In 4 post-
Three Mile Island, post-9/11

world, some worry about racha— t

tion:
“You're asmng us to put dou-
ble -trouble in our backyard,”

said Donna Cuthbert, a resident-

of nelghborlncr North Coventry
Township in” Chester County.
“It’s really m'espons1b1e to go
down this- path i
Limerick is also home to 80 of
the plant’s 700 workef's: — and
-hearly 500 more hve Wlthm 10

- miles. s
One of them Bob N’andlk,,

rose at two recent” ‘township-

meetings and asked mher co-_;'
workers there to ‘do fhe -same.

“Its not just some - Ottside

company . that’s An here ?ihe -

said.
Others chafé Wlth long-stand-

1ng bitterness over the nuclear -
giant in their midst, township

historian Bill Miller : sald They
didn’t want it iri the first place,

and don’t feel adequately com-

pensated for the risks::
Iy 20055 Exélon-won a reduc—
tion in the plant’s assessed val-

ue for taxés from $912 million -

to $20 miillion. It is now the

fourth-largest contributor to the. -
Spring-Ford School D o_t’__s: ;

But one of the cr1t1cs : blggest %
concerns is’ terromsm What-- :

re Largeted7
~ The NRC has doné “extensive
modeling,” the:. commission’s
Randy Hall at a recent township:
meeting.
that the casks -could withstand

an attack “up to and including -

the crash of a fully loaded jetlin-
er.” :
Michele Boyd of. Public Citi~
zen, a naticnal watchdog group,
sald othér tests showed that the
casks could bé harmed by a

shoulder-fired missile. Her-

groups favors putting earth
berms around the storage site,
which a Maine plant has done
Limerick is nat nlsnning £~ An

“could mélt or cafch fire, releas-~

ing a cloud of rad1at10n S

= Havmg an emptier .pool
would give workers extra hours

in which to réspond to an emer—f :

Its-research .shows -

A California* antinuclear

group, Mothers for Peace, sued’
the NRC, saying it should have

consniered the possibility of. a
terrorist attack at the Diablp

Canyon nuclear power plant in:’

San:Luis Obispo when it al-.
lowed dry cask storage there. Inr
June, a federal appeals court
agreed e =
. Dry cask opponents: hope the'
ruling will promipt closer study
of casks at other sites:® -

.. Kraft, of the lobbymg group, :
sald he thought that if the rul-

11_1g steod; it would only present,
; ‘Opportuiity . for, anyone to:
stop anything.” . - ]

- At best;.the’ casks are v1ewed B

as a stopgap solution unfil Yue-;
ca Mountam opens and other’:
proposals — - temporary reglon-l

ooal storage s1tes for instance; or'

new reprocessmg technology = ;
get. traction.. . !

David Lochbaum director of
the nuclear safety project for:
the Union of Concerned- Scien-'

tists, said that, in some ways, | .

- dry. cask storage is-actually saf-i .
ér than a nearly: full pook Ifthei - -

- pool leaks-or the: pumpsand;: -

backup pumps. fail,- the rods -

gency, he said.

.. “There is no zero-msk answer S

., to this problem,” he said. <“It’s = .

managmg the risk to as low as © ="
you can get.” .

Conta"t staff writer Sandy Bauers
at 215-854- 5147 or
sbauers@phlllynews com.
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Wednesday, Tuly 12, 2006

READERS THIEWS

Editorial was ngh‘t on the mark

The Mercury deserves Iecogmnon and praise
for the excellent editorial on' July 9 about storage
- of high levél radioactive waste at the Lnnenck
Nuclear Power Plant. -

Storage (or is it really dlsposal’?) of high level
waste at the Limerick powet plant should be of
concern to all who receive electricity through
the PTM grid which includes some or part of 13
states and D.C. If there is an accident or if there
is an act of terrorism, millions of us in the ared
of this grid could be without electricity. Indeed,
it should be of even. more concerid to those of us
who live within a.25 mile (at the Ieast) radius of
the site. I am one of those who, live within 10
miles of Limerick and I received one. of those:.

118,000 new emergency. brochures.

Terrorism is the reason to worry: The federal
couits in a California ‘case have ruled that the
NRC. must prepare an Environmental Tmpact.
- Statement (EIS) which considers the probiems
of dry cask storage and terrorism.

The discussion of the proposal to use dry
casks at Limerick must be wider than just as a
matter of concern to Limezick. This is why I
think the township should tell the NRC -to

require an EIS which must include a full onthe- .
record public hearing for those of us who live -

within 10 miles, and indeed for all the general

public who could be impacted. Expecting and.

allowing the decisions on dry cask digposal/stor-
age to be only on the shoulders of the Limerick
supervisors is a heavy burden for thém and one

they should seek to put on others. -

One-on-one and boothby-booth public rela-

.tions 18 just not the answér: Exelon’s dog and
pony show, 1o, matter whether it s at a public or . |
private site and no matter who pays for advisers | !

and their supposed expertise, is not good enough
when it comes to this issue:

I have confidence in public decision- makmg
It seems to me that this could be a life and death
issue for many beyond the boundaries of one
township. Broaden out the decision making bur:
den and ask for a full EIS and public heanng,
and let alf of us be hedrd on this decision.

TINA DALEY
Phoenixyille




R:aaxng Eagie: Jemmy Drey

The cooling towers at Limnerick Generating S’tatlon are the most vxslble part of the plant, where ofncxals want to begin storing |

@é}@

Officials at the- ‘power plant in Montgomiery Gountywzﬂ defend thelr N
* plans to store used reactor fuel in outdoor vaulis at a meetmg Tuesday

N

©2006 Reading Eagle Cam;my
By Mike Urban
Reading Eagiﬂ

Resuients and officials in Montgomery ﬁ;.lzabeﬂlRaDczynsﬂ said.

Coum:y have concerns and ques-
tons aboutTimeritk Géherating
Station’s plan for storing nuclear
Wa.st~ officials ffoin Limsrick
Townsnm andthe planthave said

. But the facility’s experis hope
to answer those questions Tues-
day. ’

Exelon Corp, which owns the
pl.:mm.ﬂmenckTownsmn willhold a com-
munily open house from 4 to 7 p.m. in the
township buflding.

-'ﬁ’%ﬁﬁ -E

i 4 ﬂ%ﬁ@ ﬂ,&

. Would be housed in outdoor eoncrete vaults

Ry used nuclear fuel in outdoor contamers begmnmg in 2009.

E"ET

| 44

Exelon’s planisto store spent, or used, no-
clear fuel in airtight steel cylinders that

begmnmd i 9009, company’ snokeswoman

- Before Exelon can buﬂd the
vauiis, the township. subervisors
@ must approve its proposal to
* build 2 10 ,000-squaTe-£00t con-

crate pad to hold the vaults and.
two talated buildings for équip-
ment storage.
Th“suoerw.sors plan tovote on
the prop osal at their meﬁi.‘umT
’I‘h‘ursdav mght N

“Nuclear corr@:‘nueé on A2

asie
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Comﬁni}ed from Ai-

Several weeks ago, the town-
ship planning commission rec-
ommended the supervisors re-
ject the plan becalise éf a lack
of information, but since then,
the company has better ex-
plained its propesal-to leer

ick officials, Super\nsor Renea :

Chesler said. : _

Security concerns limited
the mfomaﬁon in the inifial
proposal, Rapezyaski said.

The waste storage facility,
. known as a dry cask system,
" weould follow a U.S. Nuelear
Regulatory Comm:ts*s:ton-ap—
pmved design and does notre-

- gurire township approval, said -

" Joséph H. Mc€roty Jr. of Nor=
ristown, ’cownshlp seliciter. - -

The commission would in- -

spect“the construchon and stor-

. Jsi:em regnlar‘ ence it isin

Tise, eommission” spokeswoman, 2

" Diane Screnei said. -~ -
Iimerick and other nucIear
plan’ts use heai from uranium to

- ‘beil water, and fhe steam tyrns

turbmes to generafe el‘ectmcxty
Ahout every two years, one-

rage, shesaid. -
The Lnnenck station’ has

in steel-Hined concrete pools of

operattons in 1986 Rap czvnskl
said. -

But the plantneeds ac_idltl_on—.
al storage because its indoer
storage area will be full by 2609,
and the national Imdergound
storage faeility proposad for
Yucca Mountain, Nev, isnot ex-
pected to be xeady untzl 2015,
she said.

The dry cask sys‘tﬁm Would

3 proeedures. and review the.

3 Lv\—n-v\g-—\n A F

give the plamt storage ‘Lhrough

2020, Rapcz;ynsk_t salci_

Prehzmnary construcﬁon

would start this fall, she said. .,
Amencas frst dry cask Sys-

;tembecan usein 1986 and there -
How are ahout 35 Such facilities’

nationwide, including four that
Exelon operates, she said. -

Nore hds resulted in. radla—‘ el
tlon releases that affected the: .

public or in, radloact].ve ¢on-
tamination;” ‘and there have

been no attemnts to sabotage -1
_the systems, Sc:r;enc1 Said: .
* “The syste:ms are sai‘e: a_nd_ :

iy enw:conmentally sou:ad ? she !
third of the wranitum must bere- .

place@ and that spentfuel Spub

in permanent storags:

sa:td_
‘RaDczynskL sald xha’c people

it o

LAVEANE BEaT v biam .ud.\lt: LIULU.—

) mgto fear < -,
been storing spent fusl mdoo:s .

“This is & groven technd ogy,

_“and it willbe protected with ro-
water sinee it begah commereial’

bust securttyy” she said.
Chesler S&‘Ld ste did not

‘know how she ‘would vote but

commended both thg Limerick
plant and the commission for
their past actions. -

“The plant has been an ex-
tremely safe facility, and both Bx-
elon and the NRC have proven
track records,” Chesler said:

"= Contact reporter Mike Orban af 510-

371-5023 or murban@readingeagle.com.

Reao’mg tag!e' :

_ spent nuclearfuel

Fueb compased ef*Uranjum. that is uskd in the !
‘nuclear fssion process currently is choled in indoer

| outsxde forces.

af

Thisis howi ttie syszem sould world at the
| Limerick Gererating Station'in Mont; omery County:

pools. Onc2 that fuglis cooled for at|least five years, it -
would be stored in airight and watertight stéel canisters that b
are 18 feet long and 7 feet in diametkr, +
The canisters wauld be encased h rizontally. in \zauﬁ:s made of stee
concrete or ather materials to shield werkers and i me pubhc i
radiation. Those vauits, which would be sbout the Size.of 2 ene<ar
garage, are designed 0 Wtﬁwsi‘and seuere wea’mer saootcge or Sthe

Sourc= r;xmn

: Read:’rlg _f—fagia: Georgei\ﬁ.‘i\?e_mz




